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The High King of Britain was a good man. His name was Uther

Pendragon, and he came from a long line of brave and powerful kings.

It was his duty to control the smail kingdoms and keep peace between

their people. He was a strong fighter and was respected by nearly

everyone but he was not a happy man. A beautiful lady calied Igraine

caused his unhappiness. He was in iove with her but she was not in
love with him. Unfortunately, she was aiready married to one of Uther's

enemies, the Duke of Cornwall.The King's heartbecame heavy and sick

with sadness because he knew that Igraine didn't love him. He knew

that oniy the power of magic could help him.

One night, while he was sleeping, Merlin the great magician appeared

to him. Merlin was known throughout the land for his speciai powers.

People loved him but feared him too. He understood the secret art

of witchcraft; how to change shape, how to move objects and travei

backwards and forwards in time. Some people said it was Merlin who

moved the giant stones of StoneheDS€,2 others knew that he couid

speak to animals and could control nature.

That night, Uther Pendragon felt the air around him freeze. He opened

his eyes and saw a shadowy figure standing in the room. He recognised

the iong white beard and wild appearance immediately.

'Merlin,'he asked.'Why are you here?'

'I know you are sad,' Merlin said to the King.

2. Stonehenge:
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CHAPTER

'I can see the pain in your heart but I can help you. I wili use my magic

to make Lady Igraine love you.'

Uther couldn't believe his ears.

'But there is something that you must do for ine in return,' the
magician continued.

Uther was very happy and replied 'I will do anything you ask, if Igraine

Ioves me.'

'lgraine will love you and you will have a son with her. But when your
baby is born, you must give him to me.I promise I will look after him.'

The King thought only about his love for Igraine and agreed to give

Merlin his child.

So, Igraine became Uther's wife, exactly as Merlin said, and soon they
had a son. They called the boy Arthur. The baby was born at Tintagel

Castle and, when he was oniy three days old, Merlin appeared again. He

asked for the child. Uther Pendragon remembered his promise; he put
the baby in a gold cloak 3 and gave him to the magician.

'l will take Arthur to a knight called Sir Ector. He is a good man and he

will look after the baby weli. When the time is right, the boy will learn

his true identity.' Uther had no choice and, with tears in his eyes, put
his baby son into the magician's old hands.

Sir Ector accepted the boy from Merlin without asking any questions.

He didn't know who the child really was. Sir Ector aiready had a son

of his own, cailed Kay, and the two boys lived happily together as

3. cloak:

brothers. Kay was thrr
taught them how to
to be knights. Arthur
imagined they werer:.
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